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July 2019                                                               NEWSLETTER 

We welcome a new Newsletter editor, Andy Hurwitz, while extending 
our sincere appreciation to our outgoing editor, Daniel Meza. Andy is 
starting us off with a series on notable palm gardens. Anyone wishing 
to contribute a piece of a notable palm garden is encouraged to con-
tact Andy at ashcvs@yahoo.com. 

By Andy Hurwitz 

Miami Beach Botanical Garden 

was established in 1962 on the 

historic Collins canal. The canal 

was initially designed to allow 

boat transfer of mangoes and 

avocados to the port of Miami.  

The garden comprises over 2.6 

acres (1+ ha.) of land that was 

originally a golf course. The site 

was devastated by hurricane 

Andrew in August 1992, requir-

ing considerable refurbishment, 

and in 2011, strong community 

support resulted in what is to-

day a noteworthy garden.  

 

Notable Palm Gardens: Miami Beach Botanical Garden  

Copernicia rigida (all 

photos by Andy Hurwitz) 
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Although the garden includes flowering trees, Japanese garden, and native spe-

cies, palms, with over 100 species displayed, are the main draw. A list of palms 

in the collection is available here:  

https://www.mbgarden.org/sites/default/files/mbbg-palm-list.pdf 

I was fortunate to meet the affable director, Sandy Shapiro, who gave me a 

lovely tour of the garden. Here she is feeding the koi underneath a magnificent 

Corypha umbraculifera. 

Miami Beach Botanical Garden  
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The gardens true pride and joy is the “Copernicia Corner,” developed in part by 
our own Andrew Street (IPS board member), who was formerly the garden’s 
curator. Superb examples were plentiful and include Copernicia macroglossa 
and C. fallaensis.  
 
A visit to Miami Beach Botanical Garden is highly recommended. The garden is 
adjacent to the Miami Beach Convention Center, and admission is free. 
 
 
 

Miami Beach Botanical Garden  

Copernicia  

macroglossa 
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Miami Beach Botanical Garden  

Copernicia  

macroglossa 

Copernicia fallaensis 

at Miami Beach  

Botanical Garden. 
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Keep in mind that the IPS also offers merchandise online that can help you show off 

your membership, present your palm passion, and help spread the word about our com-

munity of palm enthusiasts!!  

How do you get your own IPS items that include jewelry, shirts, caps, mugs, glasses, 

and many other practical items? Simply follow the “caps, t-shirt, totes, and more!” link 

from the IPS homepage IPS Home, or go directly to this link: IPS CafePress.  

Remember to support our organization by participating with us! You can contribute by 

participating in our Palm Talk forum, our Facebook group, or by writing an article for either 

Palms journal or a note for IPS newsletter. You can also make an extra donation to the In-

ternational Palm Society. 

 

DOES YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER/PALM SOCIETY HAVE AN EVENT? Let us know by advertising it 

here! Or share your experiences afterwards! Contact us and send us pictures! 

www.palms.org 

                           @InternationalPalmSociety 

         @IPS_PalmSociety                     @thepalmsociety 

http://www.palms.org/
http://www.cafepress.com/internationalpalmsociety

