
Volume 5.9 · September 2017 · Newsletter of the International Palm Society   Editor: Daniel Meza; info@palms.org 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017                                         NEWSLETTER 

This month: a note for an exhibit at American Writers Museum and the an-
nouncement of the new Palm Journal Issue. 
 

Remember we are open to your comments and stories! 

Arbor Day in Hawaii 

A brief respite from the hustle and heat of downtown Chicago – a moment in 
the cool, green, dimness that is a palm garden, thousands of miles from its home in 
Hawai’i.  This was the view from a bench created to emulate the garden and thought 
of W.S. Merwin and Paula Merwin at the American Writers Museum.   

Exhibit: Palm:  All Awake in the Darkness  
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Palms:  All 
Awake in the 
Darkness, fea-
tured at the Mei-
jer Gallery May 
16 – October 6, 
2017 is a tribute 
to the life and 
work of Ameri-
can poet W.S. 
Merwin. (http://
americanwriters-
museum.org/temporary-exhibits/) 

As described in the program, 
the exhibition “meditates on Mer-
win’s capacity to invoke in his read-
ers a sense of the wakefulness of 
the world. Merwin is not only a cel-
ebrated poet, having won nearly 
every major poetry award, includ-
ing the appointment of poet laure-
ate, he is also a visionary gardener 
and environmentalist. Over 30 
years ago, Merwin embraced a 
piece of certified wasteland in Ha-
waii, and, along with his wife Pau-
la, tree-by-tree grew one of the 
most abundant and species-rich 
palm gardens in the world—a gar-
den that aspires to be a forest, as 
Merwin has put it. 

Exhibit: Palm:  All Awake in the Darkness (continued) 
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Palms Journal  Vol 61. No. 3  September 2017 

Issue Contents     

• The Pacaya Palm Chamaedorea tepejilote Ob-
servations of its Cultivated and Wild Forms in Gua-
temala:  Juan Jose Castillo Mont, Donald R. Hodel, 
Fred W. Stauffer, and James W. Tregear  

• Natalie Uhl (1919 - 2017): John Dransfield  

• Hemithrinax ekmaniana Jewel of the Cuban 
Palms: Milián Rodríguez Lima, Idelfonso Castañeda-
Noa, Celio E. Moya 
López, Danny Suár-
ez Oropesa and 
Donald R. Hodel 

 

• Observations on Reproduction in Kerriodoxa el-
egans:  Mike Dahme  

• A New Species of Pritchardia from the Marque-
sas Islands with Notes on the Genus in French 
Polynesia:  Jean Francois Butaud and Donald R. 
Hodel 

In this installation, artist duo Susannah Sayler and Edward Morris, in collabora-
tion with Ian Boyden, make an analogy between gardening of the sort Merwin un-
dertook on his land in Maui and writing. For Merwin, both activities were infused 
with a spirit of contemplation and awareness profoundly shaped by Merwin’s prac-
tice of Zen Buddhism.” 

The museum is well worth a visit with or without the Merwin exhibit. 

Photos and text by Robert L. Blenker 

Exhibit: Palm:  All Awake in the Darkness (continued) 
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Arbor Day in Hawaii 

In addition to renewing your International Palm Society membership online this year, 
keep in mind that the IPS also offers merchandise online that can help you show off your 
membership, express your palm passion, and help spread the word about our communi-
ty of palm enthusiasts!!  

How do you get your own IPS items that include jewelry, shirts, caps, mugs, glasses, 
and many other practical items? Simply follow the “caps, t-shirt, totes, and more!” link 
from the IPS homepage IPS Home, or go directly to this link: IPS CafePress.  

Remember to support our organization by participating with us! You can contribute by 
participating in our Palm Talk forum, our Facebook group, or by writing an article for either 
the Palms journal or a note for IPS newsletter. You can also make an extra donation to the 
International Palm Society. 

Let’s keep this alive! 

Visit the discussion board to ask questions about palms: www.palmtalk.org 

Visit the new INTERACTIVE FaceBook Group: International Palm Society 

Follow us on Twitter: @IPS_PalmSociety; on Instagram: @thepalmsociety; or 

Email address for contact: info@palms.org 

DOES YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER/PALM SOCIETY HAVE AN EVENT? Let us know by advertising it 
here! Or share your experiences afterwards! Contact us and send us pictures! 

http://www.palms.org/
http://www.cafepress.com/internationalpalmsociety
http://www.palmtalk.org
mailto:info@palms.org
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