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Palms are among the most abundant, diverse, and economically
important families of plants found in the tropical and

subtropical regions of the world. The large number of species,
tropical habitats, and diversity of palms combine to produce a

compelling subject for the study of evolution and ecology at the family
level. Despite their appeal and economic importance, there is limited
knowledge of many aspects of the family. In this wotk, Henderson brings
together and analyzes the relevant literature and data in an attempt to
understand something of the evolution and ecology of the palm family, and
integrates this disparate knowledge into a cohesive whole.
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