
Marion Ruff  Sheehan

I t  is with great sadness that the editors report

the loss of Marion Ruff Sheehan. who died sud-

denly and unexpectedly on July 20, 1998, due to

complications fol lowing open heart surgery. Her

dist inguished career included a professorship at

the University of Florida in Gainesvi l le, the i l -

lustrat ion of more than 40 books, and art ist ic

creations of al l  sorts including plaques, medals,

trophies, knitwear designs, and prints. Early on

she undertook a major project on palms.

Marion's career began in the L.H. Bai ley Hor-

torium of Cornel l  University where she had im-

portant roles in both the inst i tut ion and palm

studies. In7946 she was hired by Liberty Hyde

Bailey to be the art ist in the Hortorium. Combin-

ing the work with graduate studies, she was

awarded an MS by Cornel l  in 1950. At the Horto-

r ium she contr ibuted detai led plates for several

major works including al l  three edit ions of Hor-

tus, the Manual of Cult ivated Plants, and an im-

portant book on plant taxonomy writ ten in the

late 1940's by the Hortorium's first director, the

late Dr. G. H. M Lawrence. There also she met

Dr. H. E. Moore, Jr.,  who engaged her to do

plates of palm flowers and fruits for a Genera

Palmarum. She was involved in this project from

1962 to the book's publ icat ion in 1987.

One of Marion's outstanding characterist ics

was her constant search for ways to do things

better. On one tr ip to Florida, we took a dissect-

ing'scope for her use. Eventual ly she bought a
jeweler 's saw and spent hours cutt ing the hard

fruits and seeds. She became expert at sl icing

each one at the exact angle that revealed the t iny

embryo. The real fun came when she had to tack-

le the double coconut, having only one fruit  to

work with. She finally took it to the carpentry

shop on campus and used a very f ine crosscut

saw. I  was rooming with her at a conference in

Miami rn1964 when she and Dr. Moore decided

that wash drawings rather than ink alone would

better portray the contours of the palm materials.

She told me at the t ime that she was pleased and

excited about the decision to use a wash tech-

nioue. but i t  meant more work as the 30 some
plates already in hand, mostly of coryphoid gen-

era. had to be redone.
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Marion's observations on the often complex

structure of palm flowers and lruits were excel-
lent and sometimes revelat ions. She was dedi-
cated to teaching people about plant structure
and was determined to have a well  i l lustrated
glossary in Genera Palmarum, which she largely

olanned as u'el l  as executed. I t  took her an aver-

age of eighteen hours to complete the sketches
for a plate, each part carefully drawn to scale.
The sketches on tracing paper were then sent to

Dr. Moore (and after his death to myself and John
Dransfield) for checking against original matert-

als. Once the sketches were returned, she st i l l

had to transfer them to drawing paper and add

the wash. I t  was always a real pleasure to receive

the prist ine and beauti ful completed plates. Dr.

Moore was very proud of them and once told me

that there were no palm plates their equal. They

wil l  long continue to be an important resource
for those engaged in many levels of palm work
(see Fig. 1). Marion also contr ibuted the water

colors in GP and i l lustrat ions for papers on

palms by L.H. Bai ley and others.
Marion's palm work was only one of many sig-

nif icant accomplishments in a most productive
life.We at Cornell are both proud and fortunate

that her work began here. Her talent has always

been at our disposal; despite many committ-
ments, she never refused a request. At the t ime

of her death she was working on a plate of
Lemurophoenfu, a spectacular palm, described
from Madaeascar in 1991. While at Cornel l  she
met a graduate student who became her hus-

band, Dr. Thomas Sheehan, a noted Hort icultur-
ist and orchid special ist.  Along with him she be-
came deeply involved with orchids and the
orchid community. Marion and Tom were coau-

thors of the longest running series in the Ameri-

cctn Orchid Society Bulletin (now Orchid's), "Or-

chid Genera I l lustrated," appearing every other
month for the past 31 years. The series wil l  end
in January 1999 with number 186. Marion was
the recipient of two of the American Orchid Soci-
ety's highest awards: the Gold Medal of Achieve-
ment (Apri l  1995) and with her husband, the
Cert i f icate of Meritorious Achievement in Or-
chid Education. More about Marion can be found
on the AOS web page at: HTTP://orchidweb.org.
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Her legacy remains apparent in the L.H. Bai-
ley Hortorium where two prints of red and blue
parrots and orchids hang in the main off ice (Fig.
2), and her penci l  sketches of botanists adorn the
current director 's room. She is even known to our
beginning students through large water colors of
f lowers designed for and used every year in the
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plant taxonomy class to characterize plant fami-
l ies. Many of us own prints or books she il lustrat-
ed and wil l enjoy them for years to come. She wil l
be sorely missed not only as a creative i l lustra-
tor, but also as a special, much valued friend.
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2. Marion Sheehan working on a painting of parrots and orchids with the parrot in attendance
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CLASSIFIED

COLD HARDYI Rare chance to grow! EXCLUSIVE!

Seeds and seedlings of TRACHYCARPUS OREOPHILA, TRACHYCARPUS PRINCEPS,
T. SIKKIMENSIS, and other Trachycarpus species! AIso CYCAS SIAMENSIS.

Ruud Meeldijk,49134 Moo Baan Supin, Tonkaam 2 Road, Tambon Tasala, CHIANGMAI 50000,
Thailand. Fax 66-(0)53 -244173.

SEED SERVICE. Rare Palm Seed for the hobbyist or commercial grower. No order too small.
Please ask for my FREE catalogue of Palm Seed. SEED SERVICE. INGE HOFFMANN, 695
Joaquin Ave., San Leandro, CA94577 USA. TeVFAX (510)352-429I.




