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The Andaman and Nicobar Archipelago, situ-
ated in the Bay of Bengal, is characterized by a
humid tropical climate and sustains luxuriant veg-
etation over the islands. These islands, isolated
from the major land masses of South and Southeast
Asia, form a rich reservoir of genetic variability.
However, it has been noticed that many of the
species described earlier by British botanists are
not known to be oresent on the islands now. Bala-
krishnan (1989)ln his studies on the flora of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has pointed out that
many taxa have never been recollected after the
type collection.

Wild palms are one of the most important com-
ponents of the tropical rain forest of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands and have been found distrib-
uted from sea level to high altitudes. Champion
and Seth (I968) in their classification ofthe foresr
types have demarcated clearly the "cane brakes"
occurring in the interior valleys of these islands,
as a distinct type of vegetation, thereby recording
the abundance of rattans in the tropical forests of
Andaman and Nicobar Tslands.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are knowl
to host 26 species ofpalms spread over l3 general
a list of which is given in Table l. Of these, 12

l .  Coconut population at Mus shore-Car Nicobar Island.
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2. Wild population of Areca catechu-Car Nicobar Island.

species are endemic and ten others are endan-
gered,. Calamus dilaceratn.s and Corypha ma-

cropoda are known only from their type collec-
tions and have never been collected again. Another

endemic species l{orthalsia rogersii is confined

to its type locality, Havelock Island in South Anda-
man. Bentinckia nicobarica occurs in small pop-
ulations in the Nicobar group of islands and is on
the verge of extinction.

Pinanga is represented by three species, P.
andamanensis, P. coronata and P. manii. P.
andamanensis and P. m.anii are endemic to the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, respectively. P.

andamanensls has hitherto been thought to Lre
confined to the type collection made by E. H.
Mann from Andaman Islands. Recently, small
populations of this species have been found occur-
ring on the slopes of Mount Harriet region of South
Andaman Island. P. manii collected by E. H.
Mann from Nicobar Islands is known to be very
rare in the islands now and this species has not
been collected recently. P. coronata, occurs very
rarely.

Calamus is the most dominant genus among

the palms of the islands (Rao and Srivastava 1990)
and is represented by eight species. Daemonorops,
related to Calamus, is represented by two species
and both are endangered. Caryota, Licuala, Nypa
and Phoenix are distributed widely over the islands.

Cocos nucifera and Areca catechz are widely
cultivated, mainly for their nuts. Prain (1890) in
his studies on the flora of these islands observed
that coconut palms are not found wild in the Anda-
man Islands. Balakrishnan and Nair (1979), dur-
ing floristic explorations, observed wild populations
of C. nucifera from several islands in the Nicobar
group (Car Nicobar (Fig. I), Teressa, Tillang-
chang, Katchal, Kamorta and Little Nicobar) and
also from uninhabited South Sentinal Island of the
South Andaman Group. Wild populations of coco-
nut palms are also pr€sent on North Reef Island
of the North Andaman Group. Balakrishnan and
Nair (1979) also observed Areca catech., occur-
ring in the wild state at various places in the
Nicobar Islands (Great Nicobar, Katchal Island
and Car Nicobar (Fig. 2)). This species grows
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Table 1. List of palm species present in theforests of Andarnan and Nicobar Islands.

Occurrence
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Taxon

Andaman Nicobar

Islands Islands Distribution Status/Ecology

Areca catechu L.

A. triandra Roxb.

B entinckia nicobarica Becc -

C alamus a nd.ama ni c us Kur z

C. d.ilaceratus Becc.

C. longisetus Griff.

C. nicobaricus Becc.

C. palustris Griff.

C. pseudo-rioatis Becc

C. unifurius Wendl.
var. pentong Becc.

C. uiminalis Willd.
var. fasciculatus Becc.

Caryota mitis Lour-

Very common

Very common

Very scarce

Very common

Cultivated among the islands of An-

damans. Wild populations occur-

ring in Nicobar Islands. Sandy

loam or clayey loam in lowland

forests, not threatened.

Occurring in evergreen and semr-

evergreen forests with sandy or

clayey loam. Not threatened.

Endemic to Great Nicobar Island.

No recent collections. Endan-

gered.

Endemic to Andaman & Nicobar

Islandsl found growing in moist

evergreen forests with clay or

sandy loam. Maximum commer-

cial exploitation, presently out of

danger-

Endemic to Andaman Islands.

Known from the type collection

only. Present status unknown.

Semi-evergreen forests to evergreen

forests; slightly. clayey to rocky

loam. Not threatened.

Endemic to Nicobar Islands. Few

recent collections from North Ni

cobars. Scrub forests or open

places with clayey loam, very

rare.

Lowland forest to high hilly slopes.

Common near the stream edges

with sandy loam. Few collections

from North & South Andarlaru.

Present status rare.

Endemic to Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. Few recent collectiorrs

from Middle Andaman. Inland'

forest with clayey soil. Endan-

gered.

Endemic to Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. No recent collections

from Nicobar Islands. Occurring

in evergreen forests and littoral

forests. Sandy soil. Endangered.

Mixed forests with sandy or rocky

or slightly clayey loam. Not

threatened.

Hil ly forest slopes. stream edges.

sandy or rocky or slightly clayey

soils. Not threatened.

?

Very common

Scarce

Scarce

Scarce

Scarce

Common

Common
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Table 1. Continued.

Occurrence

Andaman Nicobar
Islands Islands Distribution

I03

Taxon Status/Ecology

Cocos nucifera L.

C or y p ha macr o pod.a Lindl.
ex Kuz

Daenonorops kurzianas
Hmk. f.

D. manii kcc.

Korthalsia laciniosa
(Griff.) Mart.

K. rogersii Becc.

Licuala pehata Roxb.

I. spinosa Wurmb

Nypa fruticans Vvmh

Phoenix paludosa Roxh.

Pinanga andamanensis Becc.

P1 coronata BL

P. manii Becc.

Rhopaloblaste augwta
(Kurz) H.E. Moore

. Very common

?

Very scarce

Very scarce

Very common

Very rare

Very common

Common

Very common

Very common

Very scarce

Scarce

Scarce

Scarce

Cultivated among the islands of An-

damans except at South Sentinal

Island and Nbrth Reef Island

(Wild). Wild population occur-

ring at Nicobar groups also culti

vated. Sandy or clayey loam.

Not threatened.

Known from the first collection

only from Andaman group of is-

lands. Present status unknown.

Endemic to Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. Few collections froru

South Andaman Islands. Inland

and sub-tidal forest edges. Rocky

or clayey soil. Endangered.

Endemic to Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. No recent collections

from Nicobar Islands. Few re-

cent collections from South An-

daman Islands. Low inland for-

ests at sea level. Sandy loam.

Endangered.

Lowland forests 4long stream edges

with rocky or sandy loam. Out

of danger.

Endemic to South Andamans. Con-

fined to the type locality (Have-

lock Island). Endangered.

Edges of semi evergreen, deciduous

or tidal forests with rocky or

clayey loam. Not threatened.

Inland forests edges at low altitude.

Sandy loam. Not threatened.

Mangrove and tidal forests with

clayey soil. Not threateied.

Tidal or sun-tidal forests or near

the mangrove edges. Sandy or

clayey loam. Not threatened.

Endemic to Andaman Islands. In-

land evergreen forests with

rocky loam. Recently collected

after type collection. Endan-

gered.

Inland semi-evergreeri forests with

rocky loam. Endangered.

Endemic to Nicobar Islands. Few

recent collections from South

Andamans. Endangered.

Endemic to Nicobar, scrub and

mixed forests. Few collections

from Nicobars. Endangered.

i : present;- - :.absent; R : recorded earlier, specimens not seeni ? : doubtful occurrence.
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abundantly in several large areas in lowland forests
with sandy soi l  r ich in moislure.

About fifty percent of the palm species of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are endemic and
over forty percent of the palm species are endan-
gered. Many species of this vulnerable palm flora
are facing the threat of extinction. The maior
factors that have contributed to this dange.ous
situation for the native palms of the islands are
isolation and habitat alterations. Catastrophic
events such as earthquakes, the cyclones of 1884,
I 89 I , I 94 I , and 1 9BB, and the volcanic eruption
that occurred in the Barren Islands in I99l have
had a serious impact on the veeetation of the
islands. 

'l'he 
unique palm flora has to be protected

to preserve the natural heritage of our country.
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CLASSIFIED
PALMS. Indoor, cold-hardy, or tropical. 300* species. Air mail shipped in original container (no bare
rooting). Grown in temperate and sub-tropical zones in our own essentially sterile palm mix on raised
benches. Certified to ship to all states requiring inspections. We now ship worldwide. Catalog $6
(refundable). Excellent condensed reference. THE GREEN ESCAPE-P, P.O. Box 1417, Palm Harbor,
FL 34682.

COLD HARDY PALMS. Rhapido p hyllym hy strix- S abal minor- S abal palmetto-Trachycar pus

fortunei-Serenoa repens-Zamia floridana. SORRY, we sold olut of Needle Palms last year. We
are nou booking orders for Spring 1994 (domestic and foreign) shipment. CREATIVE NATM, P.O.
Box 713, Perry, FL 32347. Phone: (800)628-483I/(904)498-2359. Fax: (904)498-1913. Wholesale
Inquiries Welcome.

UTOPIA PALMS AND CYCADS. Specializing in Rare Palms and Cycads. Seed and Seedlings from all
around the world. Lot 4 Ninderry Slopes Road, VALDORA, Qld. 4561, AUSTRALIA. Ask for CLAYTON
YORK. Int. Phone 61 74 466205. Int. FAX 6t 74 463966.

CYCADS-BUY, SELL, TRADE. Please send for mail order price list. Free to Palm Society members.
Many species of cycads and other plants (rare succulents, caudiciforms, rare bulbs, etc.) listed. Enceph-
alartos ltisambo, E. tegulaneus, E. bubalinus, E. horridrzs, etc. CUY WRINKEL/EXOTIC PLANTS,
ll6l0 Addison St., North Hollywood, CA 91601. Phone: 310(670)-8637.

FOR SALE. Howeaforsteriana sprouted seeds. Premium quality, super clean, all shells removed. Free
from palm-seed borer. JOHN LOX, P.O. Box 2I2,Dargaville, NEW ZEALAND. Phone: +65-9-439
8074. Fax: +64-9-439 8O75.

SEED SERVICE. Rare Palm Seed for the hobbyist or commercial grower. No order too small. Please
ask for my FREE catalogue of Palm Seed. SEED SERVICE, INGE HOFFMANN, 695 Joaquin Ave.,
San Leandro, CA 94577 USA. TellFAX (5IO\352-429I.




