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and fervent prayer that in the wake of
hurricane Andrew the art of the landscaoe
Garclen ancl the botanical sciences r^i l l  res-
onate in a new harmonr- that rvill truly lead
this wonderful olace to become the Pre-
mier Trooical Botanical f ,arden.

Ail conlributions to the Restoration Fund
will be gratefully received.

Sincerely,

Wrruen McK. KruN, Jn.
Director

traveling exhibit. We are determined that

these trees upon which so much loving care
has been lavished over the years will not

have fallen unheard in this paradise gar-
den; these trees are now entering their
second life or in the words of Jack Fisher,
"their tertiary growth forms."

While the Phoenix reclinata continues
to recline, we know that this Phoenix too
will rise again. With so much good will and
assislance we are managing to harvest a
wind named Andrew and we can all believe
there will be a new flowering of the Fair-
child Garden. It is my most urgent hope
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Bil l  Gunther 1920-1992

The International Palm Society recently
lost a longtime friend and supporter with
the passage of William (Bill) Gunther, who
died of cancer at his home in Del Mar,
California. As a life member and former

director of the IPS, Bill was active in affairs
of the organization worldrvide. As a resi-
dent of California, he pla,ved a vital role
in the early development and guidance of
both the southern and the northern Cali-
fornia chaoters. And on an international
scale, from Costa Rica to Canada. his phil-
anthropic work with palms las knorvn by
many and will be missed bt all.

Bill Cunther was born in the Seattle area
and moved to California at an earlr- age.

He enjoyed growing irises and later. true
geraniums. These experiences formed the
basis for his future interest in tropical
plants. Gifted with a talent for meiodl-, Bill
became proficient on several instruments,
with a special fondness for the cello. After
graduating from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, he traveled much of the
world as a career U.S. Navy officer. While
stationed in South America during World
War II, he became interested in tropical
flora, particularly the palms. "'We were

living next to the jungle, with no town
around. Nothing to do. I would look around
for some sort of distraction. And I kept
seeing palms." Soon contairer palms begin
appearing in his quarters. The palms took
center stage, while the musical instruments
took a back seat. As Bill later explained,
"Where I was living, cellos rotted, while
palms grew well. It seemed like the right
hobby."

He took the hobby with him after leav-
ing the Navy and moving to the San Diego,
California, suburb of Del Mar. Bill devel-
oped an outstanding garden on the grounds
of his Spanish-styled hacienda. He ter-
raced much of the property, using large
rocks which he personally hauled north

from Baja California, Mexico. He land-
scaped the property with palms, collecting
a great number of species at a time when
unusual palms in California were extremely
difficult to acquire. Today, most of the
palms Bill planted are mature. The many
Rhopa los ty l l s  and Archontophoen ix
specimens, together with the dozens of
Chamaedorea and. Braheo species, stand
and wave in silent splendor, facing the
Pacific Ocean.

A gentle and humble soul, Bill shunned
the publici ty which often necessari ly
accompanies the promotion of palms. He
preferred to work behind the scenes, like



P R I N C I P E S [ \ , o r . 3 6

a film producer: networking, coordinating,
and often personally funding projects which
furthered the Society's primary goal of
dissemination of palm knowledge. His
energy level was incredible, his enthusiasm
contagious. Volunteering for countless
assignments, he always del ighted in
spreading the word on palms. It became
almost like a crusade.

During his work in the Navy, and later
i n  s t a t e  a n d  c o u n t l  c i r  i l  s e r v i c e  p o s i l i o n s .
Bill refined his skills as a writer and jour-

nalist. He authored a number of articles
for Principes and Saz Diego Home and
Gardon. He spent many years .- ' rganizing
and editing the western United States' ear-
Iiest palm periodical: a typed, mimeo-
graphed bulletin called Western Chapter
Newsletter, which has evolved over the
past 25 years into the Polm Journal, an
excellent palm periodical which primarily
serves weslern America.

Bill lobbied hard for a more balanced
mixture of material in Principes. He rea-
soned tha t  by  appea l ing  1o  a  g rea le r  var i -

ety of palm lovers, the overall support for
the Society would increase. He las r ight.
Bill supported a large number of projects
involving the planting of palms in public
gardens, including the rvorld-farnous San
Diego Zoo. "I t  needs to be done." he rt  ould
say. "Palms need to be seen and ther need
to be protected. We can enjov them norv,
but who will enjoy them later if ther'-re
gone?"  Conserva t ion  and preser r  a l io r r  ne te

high on his list of priorities, as is er idenced
by his work with Quail Botanical Cardens
near San Diego and Isla Cuadalupe in \Ier-
ico. His contributions towards the publi-
cation of several fine and well-knoln palni
books are largely unknown but deeply
appreciated. And his political skills rrere a
key factor in the selection of southern Cal-
ifornia as the location for the 1986 bien-
nial. He truly loved palms.

Bill Cunther passed away on Palm Sun-
d ,ay ,  L992.
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James L. Degen,
Long-Time Palm Society Member

James L. Degen, a long-time member

of the International Palm Society and

recently retired professor of ornamental
horticulture at California State Polytechnic
University at Pomona, died March 22,

1992 after a lengthy battle with cancer.

Jim, as he was known affectionately by his

numerous friends and students, taught at
Cal Poly for nearly 33 years and his stu-

dents have made successful careers in every

segment of the horticulture industry in Cal-
ifornia and elsewhere.

A loyal member of the International
Palm Society for over 25 years, Jim was

especially fond of palms and companion
plants such as cycads. Among the many
courses that he taught at Cal Poly was one

about subtropical plant material rvhich
included identification, growth habits, and
cultural needs of nearly 200 species of
oalms and cvcads suitable for the land-
scape in Soutirern California. Jim extended
his enthusiasm for palms to his students
by taking them to local Palm Societv meet-
ings, nurseries, and botanic gardens and
arboreta which specialized in palms. cvcads,
and other tropical plant material. \lanv of
these students became faithfui members oI
the Palm Society.

During my first year of college at Cal
Poly in I97 l , l  was one such student with
whom Jim shared his enthusiasm rvhile tak-
ing his class in palms and subtropicals. I
remember distinctly Jim pointing to a line
soecimen of Brnhea eduLis in ful l  fruit
during one of our on-campus rvalking labs
to view plant material. He gave the name
of  th is  magn i f i cen t  p lan t ,  and uh i le




