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Sabal mexicana,, Sabal minor, Sabal
Palmetto, Sabal texana, Sabal um'brarcu-
lifera, Sabal aiatoris, Sabal Yapa, Tra-
chycarpus F ortunei, Trarhycarpus Mar-

tianus, T rachycar pus, T ahil, T r achycar -

pus Wagnerianus, Trith"rinax acantho'
canxa, Trithl'inax catn'pestris, Vashing'
tonia filifera, W ashingtonia r obusta'

A Method for Germinating Palm Seeds
Hlnnrsou G. Yocuna

After ten years of importing Palm
seeds and trying various methods to

germinate them, the author wishes to

report a method for germinating palm
seeds that should be useful and success-
ful for the amateur. It is well adapted
for small scale germination when a few
seeds are received periodically as the
fruits become available.

Previous seed treatments that gave
negligible results or even total failure
were: (l) Planting the seeds as received
with no removal of the outer shell or
pericarp when such was present; (2) No
artificial heat provided; (3) Planting
the seeds too shallow-one-half of the
seed exposed above the surface of the
sand; (4) Unfamiliarity with location
of the micropyle with the seed in ques'
tion. Many species have the micropyle,
through which germination occurs, vari-
ously situated.

It is concluded from numerous trials
that the most important factor for suc'

cess in palm seed germination is the
provision of artificial heat where the
environment is cooler than B0'F. The
removal of the pericarp is probably next
in importance.

In order to develop a germinator in
which bottom heat could be provided
simply, a method was improvised to sup-
ply artificial heat with incandescent light
bulbs. A rectangle box 19" x 12' x 3a/2"
was used as shown in Fig. 19. The size
of the box may vary with one's indi-
vidual needs. A light bulb socket is fas-
tened to one end of the box or. if desired,
one may be placed at each end to sup'ply
more uniform heat in larger boxes. With
the box above, one 75-watt lamP Pro-
vides sufficient heat. Two bulbs of lower
wattage may be used in a larger box,
such as a 40-watt lamp for each socket,
The important thing is that the lamps
provide continuous heat of about BO.F.
n€ar the seeds.

The larger the size of the germinator,
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19. Layout for a source of bottom heat. Left, box with lam,ps for heat in top- view; .right,
lateral view of the same on inverted flat with pots on aluminum sheet. a, liebt cord; b, lieht bulb;
c, socket; d, pot of vermiculite with seeds; e, aluminum sheet; f, thin aluminum strip; g' in-
verted wire mesh flat.
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