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Dypsis
ambositrae

On the high plateau of Madagascar, south of
the town of Ambositra and in a rocky valley
at ca.1440 m above sea level, a very rare palm
stills clings to existence: Dypsis ambositrae (Fig.
1). This species was first described by
Dransfield and Beentje in The Palms of
Madagascar (1995), and they commented,
“...in 1992 12 trees were known and by 1994
at least 5 of these had been cut down.” By
1999, only 2 palms remained, and these were
cut for fuel shortly thereafter (pers. obs.).
Several small juveniles were obtained from
local villagers in 2003 and are surviving in
Tsimbazaza Botanical and Zoological Gardens
in Antananarivo. In 2005, a single 14 m tree
was shown to us, and several hundred old
seeds were collected. The seeds (ca. 11 x 9 mm)
had fibrous endocarps and were sparsely
ruminate to 2 mm. This year we returned to
be shown a small farm containing three
mature specimens. These are protected by local
fady (tradition), and we learned that a few
others were still alive but “far away.”
Reasonably fresh seeds were collected, and
prospective seedlings will be distributed to
various tropical and subtropical botanic
gardens and serious palm collectors.

The world of palm collecting is awash with
various palm species described as Dypsis
ambositrae. Few, if any, fit the description of the
species, and this is hardly surprising as fertile
seeds have rarely if ever been collected. The
juvenile of the species is highly colorful with
red petioles and leaf rachis. Later development
shows a thickset palm with a grey white crown
shaft. Some of these have one or two suckers,
but it appears that suckers are lost by fire as the
main stem matures.

The region in which this palm grows is small
in area. Unless further populations are found,
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the prospect of these singular palms becoming
extinct in their natural habitat is very real.
(Editors’ Note: an additional healthy
population with substantial regeneration was
discovered in 2003 by Tianjanahary
Ranarivelo, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew in
Madagascar).
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1. Dypsis ambositrae. Photo by John Dransfield.
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f the Amazon

Oince again we will offer a Pabw Tare of the Amazen. This tour is desigmed for palm
enthisizsts whao are inferested in experiencing the rich and diverse palin flor of the Amazon, We
will explore the centrul Amarzon region, o thscinabing ccosystem with a great diversity of planis,
aniimals, hirds, and fish, The region inclodes a varety of palm habitatz and we will look for
several inberesting spesies - Bureolo ovro, Mernmicaria saveifera, Leoprrdoling prdfehing,
Leapaldinta major, Lespoldinig piassoha, Mawritiella acwleata, Manrivia carana, and Futerpe
catiigrr, Along the rives marging and in nearby forests we will see a great variety of species of
."p:L:u_gnr.'.'. _I'j:l.T.l.\'Il'.l.c'.ll'J'ﬁ:-' Knprateg, Mriariedi, f?r'n.-.l.rrdq:!.lr.'.'. Crgomounay, Hocieis, A SEPOMCERIYIN,
Mawrrta and Ewerpe, Oncach of the previous mips we have seen between 50 and &0 differend
species of palm

The trip s planned to take advantage of the good weather of the dry season. We will live
and travel aboard a brand-new, comfortable Ampzomian riverboat, The bont has fans, showers,
and toilets i each cabin, and a small library of books on Amazonian natural history. The
ownerfcaptain is the legendary Ampeon guide Moacir Fortes, who took us on our garlier tops,
“Mo”, as b is known to one and all, 15 Auent in several languages, and enjoyvs sharng the
fascinating, and often humorous, legends of the Amazon region, where e grew up,

En car miotorized canoes we can travel among the rain forest frees, enjoving close up
views of palms and other plamt and animal lite {on previows mips we have seen the giant Amazen
water lily and an anaconda! ). We will often get off our boat for short hikes in the forest, and 1o
visit the friendly “cabockos™ who live along the viverbanks, These people use an amazng varicry
of palms an dheir daily Tives, and always koow of some interesting palm that grows “ned Tar
away” ! Freguent swams, fishing oppontuninies, and occasional cookouts add to the enpoyment of
oanr trip. In Manaus, our port of departure in Brazl, swe will visit the famous Opera Howse and be
ahle 1o by such arifiscts as kammocks made from pakm fibes, and also sample ice cream made
fromm the fruits of Euterpe and Asirocaeviog!

The tour will be led by Dr. Andrew Henderson of the Mew York Botanical Garden,
Hendessom is author of Pafoes of the Amazon and Field Gade o the Palims of the Americay, The
Fi-day trip 1= planned for 315" October 2007 For additional information see
hitp:feoww nvbe orgbotany'amazonpalmtour) or contact Andrew Henderson at
ahendersondmybe org, or by phone af TES 81T 8973, or by mail at The Mew York Botanical
Giprden, Brons, MY 10458,

Few: estumated 33400 including round top airfare From M, accommodaton, meals, and freld
irips.





