
Arthur C. Lcnglois 1902-1977

The Palm Society lost a charter mem-

ber and devoted student of palms when

Mr. Arthur C. Langlois died on August

4. 1977 at his home, "The Retreat," in

Nassau, Bahama Islands a{ter a long
illness. Before suffering a stroke three
years ago, he had completed the manu'
script for a "supplement to Palms of the
.World" 

that is being published this vear
(see Palm Literature). This book was
the result of a hobbv of long standing
devoted to the study and collection of

rare palms that he and his wi{e Margaret
("'Wumpsie"), who survives him, grew

with loving care in sink holes of the

limestone that underlies their garden.

Mr. Langlois was born June 13, 1902

on Jersey, Channel Islands, but from
1922 onward made his home in Nassau,
where he had stopped enroute to British
Guiana (now Guyana) and found it to

his liking. Joining the Bahama civil
service in 1922, he worked first as a

wireless operator in the Out Islands but
was later transferred to New Providence
on the harFor deepening scheme. Sub-
sequently he joined the Public 

'Works,

where he was associated with the Water
Department. His work in supplying Nas-
sau with water during World War II was
recognized when he was made a Member
of the British Empire (MBB). He re-
tired in 1965 after 40 years of service
in the Bahamas Government.

Mr. Langlois was a member and
trustee of Trinity Methodist Church,
where he taught SundaY School for
many years. He also served as an officer
of the British and Foreign Bible Societv.

Mr. ancl Mrs. Langlois followed their
interest in palms to many parts of the
world-British Honduras (see Principes
1: 48-53, 1957), Costa Rica, Madagas-

car, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Fiji,
'Western 

Samoa, and Trinidad. Many of

the specimens they collected to document

the plants they studied were sent to the
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1. Mr. A. C. Langlois in his garden at Nassau'
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Iate L. H. Bailey or later to the writer

at the L. H. Bailey Hortorium, where
they are preserved in the herbarium.

Mr. and Mrs. Langlois were respon-
sible for growing to maturity some of
the handsome palms collected by the late
David Fairchild on the voyage of the
Cheng Ho. Siphokentia beguinii, Dry-

mophloeus oliaiformis, a striking Pin-

anga, and the beautiful Areca lansl'ois'
iana were among them. EuterPe lan'
gloi.sii fu omTrinidad also commemorates
Mr. Langlois and Schippia' contolor was
introduced by them.

Many members of The Palm Society
have had the privilege of visiting The

Retreat and I count my visits among the

rich experiences of a professional life

spent with palms. The enthusiasm,
knowledge, and growing abilitY ex'

hibited by Mr. and Mrs. Langlois have
been and will continue to be an inspira-
tion to many of us.

Hlnoll E. Moonn, Jn.
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