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TETTERS
2615 So. Santa Fe
Vista, Calif'
April26,1966

To rnr Euton oF PRINcTPES AND ALL

TIIE FLORIDIANS WHO HOSTED TIIE

BrsNNrlr, er MHttt, 1966.

As President of the California chapter

of The Palm Society and a member who

attended The Palm Society's 1966 Bi'

ennial. on behalf of the California dele-
gation I wish to express my profound

appreciation to the wonderful people,

the fabulous places and the gorgeous
palms.

I hesitate to list the palms and the list

of people must include Dent Smith,

Sta;lev- Kiem, Dr. Moore, Lucita Wait,

Nat De Leon. John Turner, Jack Koeber-

nik, and my personal {riends the Dale

Bremermans. The palms at Nassau de-

fied my best superlatives and if I had to

pick the best at the Langlois I'd say their

Areca Langloisiana, the big Pritchardia

and the gigantic l,atanialontaroid,es plus

their Phoenicophorium Borsigianum
(Steaensonia) .

The private collection of the Flints
( ? ) shown us by Dale Bremerman and

Turner's collection in Miami had about

the best specimens in Florida. I can't

really tell everyone how fortunate we

were to attend Miami's meeting' Dr'

Moore's lecture was worth the trip by

itself, the weather was too good to be

be true (we never oPened our rain-

coats), the people were so generous with

their time and so helpful that after that

show I: really pity Otto Martens whose

responsibility it probably will be to host

the next biennial. (That was a great act

to have to follow - I hoPe we can for-
get all or some in two Years for the

sake of the Californians).

I must also exPress mY gratitude to

Mr. Russell of Nassau for the tour and

food served at his nice home bY his

Eracious wife. It is most difficult to

J'ingle out individuals, places and palms,

bui all in all I had a most memorable

six days and I'm praying my slides turn

out O.K. to show at our next meeting in

California. I didn't think the Floridians

bragged enough about Chry salid,ocarpus

Coiad'ae and they should really plant

more Erythea, arrnota and Rhopalostylis,

especiallv R. Baueri. (They will when

thev see'Dent's palms) . Thank you one

ani aI for the best trime of mY life'

Dn. M. E. Dlnru'r

New chromosome counts in the Palmae
Ronnnr W. Rrm

Botany Department, [Jniuersity ol the West Inilies, Mona' lamaica

Chromosome numbers in Palms have

been summarized bY Darlington and

Wylie (f955), Sharma and Sarkar
(f956), and Read (in press). More re'

cent counts have been reported by Co'

cucci (1964) and Read (L963, L964,

1965). The following list contains ad'

ditional reports made as part of a broad-

er study of palms* under the direction
of Dr. H. E. Moore of Cornell Univer-
oir- Chromosome numbers were deter'

mined at pollen-tube mitosis from pollen

eerminated on a colchicine-lactose'gela-
iin medium as reported earlier by Read

flg64\. The list is alphabetically ar-

ranged by subfamilies' Abbreviations

for herbaria where voucher specimens

are deposited or for place of origin

when riot otherwise noted are: (BII)

L. H. Bailey Hortorium, Cornell Uni-

;S"**Ga by National Science Foundation
Crants G-I8770. GB'f354 and GB-2486.
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versity, Ithaca, New York; (FTG) Fair-
child Tropical Garden, Miami, Florida;
(UCWI) University of the West Indies,
Mona, Jamaica; (USDA) United States
Department of Agriculture Plant Intro-
duction Garden, Miami, Florida.

It will be noted that among the Are-
coideae several genera (Calyptrortoma,
some species oI Chatnaed,orea, Gaussia,
Geononta, Neoni.cholsonia, Opsiand,ra,
Pseudophoenix, Roy stoneo) depart from
the predominant number of n: 16. In
the Caryotoideae ahd Borassoideae there
is also variation though to a somewhat
lesser extent and the count for Nypa dii-
fers from that'previously reported. The
Cocoideae divide into two groups, the
spiny bactroid alliance having n:15,
and the remaining genera which, with
two exceptions, have n:16.
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