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September 2019                                                              NEWSLETTER 

The Beverly Hilton, home to the annual Golden Globe awards, opened in 1955. 
Architect Welton Becket designed the building, along with other notable 
gems including Capital Records and the Santa Monica Civic Center. A tiki-
themed Polynesian restaurant, Trader Vic’s (home of the original mai tai) occu-
pied the ground floor, and a 
decision was made to 
“topicalize” the property by 
adding rare palm trees. 
 
The pioneering Los Angeles 
nurseryman David Barry was 
tasked with selecting the 
plants. He had received 
about 1000 Jubaeopsis caffra 
seeds (by boat, no airmail 
then) a few years earlier; 
however, he was only able to 
germinate three! These were 
planted at the Beverly Hil-
ton.  

Legendary Palms – Southern California by Andy Hurwitz 

Jubaeopsis caffra at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel, 
Los Angeles, California. 
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These legendary palms, now over 70 years old, are believed to be the oldest ex-
amples outside of South Africa. Two clumps remain, one with three stems the 
other with two. The leaves are over 25 feet long. The trees have produced fruit 
for several decades. They appear remarkably healthy despite continuous ongo-
ing construction. 
 
Next time you are 
at the intersec-
tion of Santa 
Monica and Wil-
shire Boulevards, 
pull over the con-
vertible, turn 
down the Beach 
Boys, and have a 
look! 
 

Legendary Palms – Southern California 

Characteristic orange 
petiole of J. caffra. 
(Photo by Petar 
Vukasin, M. D.)  
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For many years, travelers driving along the Pacific Coast Highway in Newport 

Beach, California were startled by a 12-foot Cocos nucifera with characteristic 

lean. Dubbed “the world’s northernmost coconut” this tree survived due to 

true serendipity.  

 

While visiting Hawaii, two tourists thought, “Why not have a coconut tree at 

home?” They brought a seeding back and planted it beside their hair and nail 

salon. This site turned out to be a perfect microclimate, southwest facing with 

plenty of stucco, rock and asphalt to provide maximal heat absorption. Further-

more – and this may be folklore – the salon required hot water that circulated 

almost continuously via pipes adjacent to the plant’s root system. As a result, 

the requisite 65°F ground temperature for this species was maintained all year. 

 

Remarkably, this palm endured at 33° north for 31 years. Unsurprisingly, it nev-

er fruited. Alas, this legendary tree ultimately succumbed to a fungal infection 

despite the best efforts of local palm enthusiasts.   

Legendary Palms – Southern California 
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Legendary Palms – Southern California 

Cocos nucifera,  
Newport Beach, California.  
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A nighttime photo of the coconut palm with the author’s beloved mother for 

scale, now both sadly departed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newsletter editor kindly invites submissions of legendary palms, for future 
editions, from your neighborhood or travels. Send text and photos to:            
ashcvs@yahoo.com 

Legendary Palms – Southern California 

mailto:ashcvs@yahoo.com
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Keep in mind that the IPS also offers merchandise online that can help you show off your 

membership, present your palm passion, and help spread the word about our communi-

ty of palm enthusiasts!!  

How do you get your own IPS items that include jewelry, shirts, caps, mugs, glasses, and 

many other practical items? Simply follow the “caps, t-shirt, totes, and more!” link from 

the IPS homepage IPS Home, or go directly to this link: IPS CafePress.  

Remember to support our organization by participating with us! You can contribute by par-

ticipating in our Palm Talk forum, our Facebook group, or by writing an article for either 

Palms journal or a note for IPS newsletter. You can also make an extra donation to the In-

ternational Palm Society. 

 

DOES YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER/PALM SOCIETY HAVE AN EVENT? Let us know by advertising it 

here! Or share your experiences afterwards! Contact us and send us pictures! 

www.palms.org 

                           @InternationalPalmSociety 

         @IPS_PalmSociety                     @thepalmsociety 

http://www.palms.org/
http://www.cafepress.com/internationalpalmsociety

